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is A MEETING OF THE 


5 vu U B L IN SOCI E TY, 


— At their Houſe in Grafton-Strees, 
On Saturday, November 2, 1771. 
=. PRESENT - . 


7 Twenty-two Members. 


REDMOND MORRES, Eſq; V. P. in the Chairs” 


M. Jefſeryes reported from the cn ap- ES 
pointed to prepare for the Society's Confidera- 


tion a Petition to Parliament, purſuant to the Sub- 
ject of ſeveral Reſolutions entered into by the Society... 
on Thurſday laſt in Relation to the preſent State f 
Tillage in Jreland, and the Means of further encou- 
raging it; that the Committee had met purſuant to 
Order, and-taking the Matter to them referred inte 
| their Confideration, had agreed upon ſuch a Petition 
to Parliament, as directed; Which being then read ae 
the Table, and the Queſtion ſeyerally put upon each: 2 2 2 ; 3 2 
Paragraph, the Society agreed with their Committee 

in the ſaid Petition; which is as follows, n « 


Az 


„ 


| T0 the Hoourable the Knights, Cid and Bur- 
geſſes in Parliament aſſembled, 


The Petition of the Dai coctivy 3 


moting Huſbandry and other uſeful Arts 1 in Ireland, | 
HuMBLY SHEWETH, | a 
That your Petitioners always conſidered "0 En- þ 
couragement of Tillage, as one of the greateſt Nati- 1 


onal Objects, and the chief Intention of their In- 
ſtitution, for which Reaſons, they have in a more 


a Fipecial Manner applied n to that * | | | 


The particular Diſtreſs of this Country, occaſi- 
oned by a Scarcity of Corn the two laſt Years, and Y 
the great Apprehenſions we were under for that va- 
.; luable. Branch of the Community, the Corn Farmers, 
1 AE from the great Plenty of Corn at preſent, the 
25 > Price ſhould fall below what may be any way. pro- 
of rtionable to their Expences, have induced your 
12 tioners to take this Subject into their moſt ſerious BY 
_ Conſideration, and your Petioners having previouſly «7 
examined ſeveral conſiderable Merchants, Importers =» 
of Corn, and alſo ſome reſpectable Farmers in Re- 
lation to theſe Matters, have unanimouſly come to 7 
the _ Reſolutions NY 


* 


. ResoLvep, | 0m 


That it appears to this Society y. that a 3 

of Corn, Meal, Flour and Malt, in Value to.up-. 

e wards of 6co,000 l. has been imported into this 
+ Aa n in the two Years ended the 25th of 
| P 


E 


« March, 1771, the greateſt Part whereof has been 
« paid for in Specie ; and that without ſaid Supply, 
* the Kingdom would have been in the moſt dif- 
* trefſed Condition.“ 1 


* 2. RESOLVED 
 *© That it is the Opinion of this Society, that the 
* ſending out of the Kingdom ſo large a Sum of 
„Money, has been a great Cauſe of the high Ex- 
„change, the many Bankruptcies, the Lownefs of 
Credit and Scarcity of Money fo ſeverely felt a- 
© mon e - | 


*. 8, ResoLvED, 8 

„% That it appears to this Society, upon looking 
„„ back for me Years paſt, that a great Scarcity of 
„Corn frequently occurs, ariſing not only from the 
* Badneſs of the Seaſons, but from the Farmers not 
„growing Corn ſufficient for Home Conſumption, 
and that the ſame has been occaſioned by the Un- 
„ certainty ofthe Markets, and the Price not afford- 
ing them at all Times a Profit proportionable to 
their Expences.“ n 


"© 4. Rrsor ven, 5 
That it is the Opinion of this Society, that it 
* would be of the higheſt Benefit to this Nation and 
its Manufactures, to encourage the firſt of all 
+ Manufactures, a compleat Cultivation of the Sail.” 


* 5. RESOLVED, & 
. '* That it is the Opinion of this Society, that the 
«© moſt powerful and perſuaſive Encouragement to 
Farmers to ſet the Plough at Work, is to eſtabliſh - 
a quick, and in ſome Degree a certain Market for 
their Corn. 1 5A 2 
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4 6. RESOLVED, 
“That it appears to this Society, that the "MM 


of Wheat has been progreſſively lower in England 
| theſe laſt 75 Years, ſince the Bounty n 


tation took Place. 5 = 


* 7. RESOLVED, 
29 Tha it is the Opinion of this Society, that a 
Premium upon the Exportation of Corn, when it 


falls ſo low, that the Farmers can ſcarcely live, con- 


ſidering the Rent Land generally now lets at, 


would be ſo far from raiſing the Price to Manu- 


facturers, that it would create Plenty, and conſe- 
quently Cheapneſs at Home.“ 


** 8. RESOLVED, 
That it is the Opinion of this Society, that when 
Crops are light and bad, and have no great Pro- 
duce, to prevent as far as may reaſonably be, the 
Importation of Foreign Corn, in Order that the 


Price of Corn raiſed in this Kingdom might not be 
reduced below what is conſiſtent with the Rate of 
Land, would be a great Das enen to the 
Farmer.“ 


9. Rs0Lvzp, 
5 A it is the Opinion of this Society, that the 
preſent Premiums eſtabliſhed | by the Act of the 6th 
of George the III. which expires the 1ſt of March, 
1772, when Wheat ſhall not exceed the Price of 


* ſix Shillings per Hundred Weight, that is, 1 1. jos. 
per Quarter; Barley, the Price of three Shillings and 


nine Pence per Hundred Weight, that is, 1 5 Shil- 
lings per Quarter; and Oats, the Price of three 
ings per n A that 1 is, ten ſhillings 


2 and 


& 
»C 
66 


and fix pence per Quarter, cannot operate with 
Effect, from the Lownels of the Price of Corn, ca- 


pable of receiving the Premium.” 


0" 20 RESOLVED, | 

«© That it is the Opinion of tl. is Society, that fix- 
ing the Premiums to five ſhillings per Quarter, 
upon Wheat, when the Price is forty ſhillings or 
under, per Quarter; upon Malt, Bere, or Barley, 
to three ſhillings per Quarter, when the Price is 
eighteen ſhillings or under, per Quarter; upon 
Oats, to two ſhillings per Quarter, when the Price 
is twelve ſhillings or-under, per Quarter, would 
Anſwer all: the above good Purpoſes, be a great 
Encouragement to Tillage, and of National Ser- 
vue 

„ 11. Res0LyYED. dE 1 

That it is the Opinion of this Society, that to 


prohibit the Importation of Wheat till its Price 


riſes to fifty ſnillings or upwards, per Quarter; of 
Malt, Bere, or Barley, till it riſes to twenty-four 


ſhillings or upwards, per Quarter; of Oats till it 


riſes to fourteen ſhillings or upwards, per Quarter, 
(except all ſuch Corn as ſhall be of the Growth of 
Great-Britain, or any other of His Majeſty's Do- 


minions belonging to the Crown of Great-Britain) 
would be a great Encouragement to the Farmer, 


by preventing the Price of Corn from falling too 
low, (when Crops were light and bad) a great En- 
couragement to Tillage, and be of National Ser- 
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* 12. RESOLVRD, 


That it is the Opinion of this Society, that every 
Quarter of Wheat and Rye, ſhould contain forty 
Stones; every Quarter cf Bere or Barley thirty-two 
Stones ; every Quarter cf Malt twenty-four Stones; 
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and every Quarter of Oats twenty-eight Stones; 


and therefore the Society have formed the above 
Reſolutions upon that Computation.“ 

uz. RESOLVED, 

That it is he Opinion of this Society, that it 


£ — greatly promote Tillage to make it lawful, 
when the Prices of the above different Kinds of 


Corn do not exceed the Rates mentioned in the 
11th Reſolution, for all Perſons (not foref. ling 
nor ſelling the fame in the ſame Market within 
three Months after buying) to buy in- open Mar- 
ket, lay up, and fell again, ſuch Corn as ſhall have 


been bought at or under the ſaid Prices. 1 


44. RESOLVED, 


"IE Ther it is the Opinion of this Society, that there 


are many great Waſtes and Numbers of Acres un- 


* incloſed and uncultivated in this Kingdom, capa- 


ble of being improved and turned to Tillage with 
proper Huſbandry, and would moſt probably be 
ſo, to the great Benefit and Advantage of the Coun- 
try, if the fame Encouragement was given in this 
Nation, that is in others, by an Exemption from 
certain Taxes for a limited Time.” | 


As this Honourable Houſe has upon every gore 


on ſhewn the greateſt attention to promote this Na- 
tional object, and has frequently delegated to your 
Peritioners the Truft of carrying your good Intenti- 
ons into execution, your Petitioners are thereby en- 
couraged to lay their Sentiments on this ſubject be- 
fore your Honours, having the firmeſt hope that you 
will conſider this their Proceeding in a favourable 


hghr, as it arifes ** from the deſire to contri- 


bute : 
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t #4 
bute every thing in their power, to promote the wel- 
fare and proſperity of this Kingdom. | 


Your Petitioners therefore beg leave: humbly to 
ſubmit theſe their Reſolutions to the Judg- 
ment of this Honourable Houſe, and pray 
that you will be pleaſed to take the ſame into 
your Conſideration, and to do therein as to 
your Wiſdom ſhall ſeem meet. 


Grafton-Street, Dublin, 
24 November, 1771, 


ORDERED, 

That the Aſſiſtant Secretary do affix the Corpora- 
tion Seal of the Society to the ſaid Petition, and that 
he then deliver it into the Hands of our worthy Mem - 
ber St. John Jeſferyes, Eſq; to be by him laid before 
the Honourable Houſe of Commons. 


ORDERED, 

That Mr. Baker be requeſted to communicate to 
the Public his Thoughts upon the Subject of the 
Reſolutions of the Society contained in the ſaid Pe- 
tition. | 
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CONSIDERATIONS 


UPON FRE 


% _EXPORTATION or CORN. 


My LorDs and GENTLEMEN | 


CANNOT ſufficiently expreſs the ſatisſaction 
I feel, that my humble endeavours to lay before 
You, what I conſider, as the moſt probable means, 
of affording /ome comfort and happineſs to the lower 
people of this country, has engaged Your attention 
in ſo particular a manner, as to have determined 
You to lay Your reſolutions before Parliament, re- 
ſpeCting the exportation of corn: — Such reſolutions, 
backed by the prayer of fo reſpectable and zealous a 
body, cannot fail of obtaining a favourable recepti- 
on from the Legiſlature. 


At the ſame time that I rejoice at Your zealous 
adoption of the meaſure; Your final reſolution, 
ſingling me out, of all other men, to lay before a 
ſcrutinizing publick, further thoughts upon ſo impor- 
tant a ſubject, and upon which our very exiſtence 
aalmoſt depends; fills me with timid apprehenſions, as 
to my handling a point, of ſo much delicacy and 
importance.---I can only thank Yon, Gentlemen, for 
the honor which ſuch a diſtinction reflects upon me: 
It is Your province to call, mine to obey.—] ſhall 
ew my ambition to ſerve the cauſe You have at 


heart, 


] 
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heart, and endeavour to acquit myſelf of this peri- 


lous taſk, by a candid, and conciſe inveſtigation of 


the queſtion. 


It is with pleaſure I diſcover, that gentlemen be- 
come every day more and more convinced, that 


agriculture is the purſuit, by which every other art, 


buſineſs, or profeſſion, muſt ſtand or fall. To every 
people, it is the eſſence of happinefs, the ffamina of 


wealth: But to his country, the firſt, and the only 


object, that can enable her to ſtand the neceſſary 
calls of government, in men and money, and the 


drains of abſentees ; becauſe, it leads to population, it 


leads to wealth. 


How moſt effectually to invigorate its motions, 


and to reſcue it from languor, and an expiring ſtate, 
tems to have been the object of Your inſtitution— 


This leads me at once, Gentlemen, to pronounce, - 


with all deference to a diſcerning publick, that one 
grand means to efferually aid the huſbandry of re- 
land, 1s to obtain a reaſonable bounty upon the 


ExPoRTATION or Cox, that not being embarraſſed 


with too narrow à limitation in point of price. 


From the long experience of England, I ſhall ſhew 
that the 8 of corn has been, not only a 
great foun 


given vigour to cultivation, and has progreſlively 
owered the price of corn. | 


In the reign of Henry the IVth of France, and his 


moſt able miniſter, the Duke of Sully, agriculture 


flouriſhed in that kingdom, becauſe every means that 


could be thought of, were employed to encourage it ; 


and at that period, England and France were com- 


peti toT 8, 


® In this idea, I hope TI may with ſafety aſſert the linen manu- 
faQlure, to be at leaſt an appendage to, if not a branch of agri- 
1 culture. | 


> 0 
* 


tion of wealth to her, but that it has 


9 


; 1 


petitors, in this moſt valuable purſuit—but ſo feckly: 


were the Engliſh, that they were under the neceſſity 
of receiving much corn from France; and therefore, 


they frequently found corn riſing in their markets 


to a moſt extravagant price, at the diſcretion of 
France; and that from the plaineſt reaſons ; the 


French had a free exportation, and agriculture” flou- 
riſhed under the influence of the king and his mini- 


ſter. The Engliſh farmers market was uncertain, 


cultivation imperfect, and therefore the production 
of grain inſufficient for the conſumption of the na-. 


tion : under all theſe difficulties, the Britiſh farmer 
found himſelf frequently underſold in his own coun- 
try by the French, whoſe agriculture was in a more 
vigorous ſtate.— And perhaps, in no period of time, 
did the ſagacity of that nation appear in a ſtronger 
light, or at leaſt more effectual, than in the period 
now before us.—We ſee, that at diſcretion, they 
raiſed the price, and lowered it; fo that when the 
Engliſh farmer, from the high price, was invited to 
extend his cultivation , the French lowered the price, 
by which the farmer became diſcouraged, and leſſen- 
ed his culture ; then the French raiſed the price, and 
by this government of the Engliſh market, would 
certainly have ruined the Britiſh huſbandry, had not 


ſome happy changes occurred Such as the ſucceſſi- 


on of Lewis the XIVth and his miniſter Colbert, whoſe . 
frenſy for manufactures, almoſt obliterated the re- 


membrance of agriculture in-that kingdom.* Add to 
this event, the interpoſition of the Britiſb parliament, 
who, in the year 1603, laid a duty upon the importati- 


on of foreign corn, which had fo good an effect, as to 


til corn ſhould rife to a certain price; thus ſecuring 


2 


a reaſonable price to the Britiſh farmer. Does not 


this 


* See my Practical Agriculture Epitomixed, where that event is > 
REES 


further explained, than I have room to do it here, 


2 
of - 


induce them to lay on two more additional duties, un- 
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this reflect a luſtre, upon the wiſdom of that period ? 
The meaſure had ſo good an effect, that the far- 
mers of England were encouraged to enter with 
more ſpirit into cultivation, and in 25 years opera- 


ted powerfully, not only upon the huſbandry of 


England, but reduced the price of wheat, upon the 
average for 25 years, 10s. 44d. a quarter, as will 
appear by the follow ing little table. 


8 4 
From 1638 to 1662, being 25 years LES 5 

before the duty, the average price Pt 

Was —_ 2 us 8 
From 1663 * to 1687, being 25 years 

immediately following the duty, the 

average price was — — —2 5 ö 32 
General effect of the duty upon foreign ; 

COIn N — — £ O 10 45 
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Here we take only the average, for 25 years im- 
mediately preceding the duty, and for the 25 years 
immediately following. But I find in the table of 
Milliam Fleetwood, Biſhop of Ely, that in the year 
1648, wheat was fo high at Windſor, as 4l. 5s. F the 

5 quarter, 


The year the duty commenced. T- 

+ 'This very high price in 1648, may in part perhaps, be at- 
tributed to the civil wars which began in 1641, and finiſhed with 
Charles the Iſt. in this very year of extreme dearneſs (1648) — 


Cromwell ſaw the importance of agriculture and encouraged it; 
and Walter Blythe in 1652 dedicated his work on huſbandry to 


him.—But the reader will recolle&, that the progreſſive riſe 
from 1654 for the eight following years, until in 1662, it came 


to 31. 14s. cannot be attributed to the fame cauſe, as in the 


7 


years 1648 and 40.— But to ſtate theſe circumſtances candidly to 
the reader, I ſhall in this note ſtate the prices of à few years 


about that time, with the remarkable events. Þ — 
| 1947 
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quarter, in 1649, 41. and in the year 1654, ſo low 


as 11. 6s. after which, the price progreſſively roſe 


again for eight years, until it came to gl. 148. per 
* quarter. 


By being thus able to lay before the reader, the 


prices of theſe years, we ſee moſt clearly, what in- 


duced the Britiſh parliament in 1663 (the year im- 
mediately following the progreſſive advance for eight 
years as juſt now mentioned) to lay on the duty upon 
foreign corn, viz. that the French, and perhaps 
other nations, were the regulators of the -price of 
corn in England ; and is a ſtrong confirmation of the 
reaſoning in the 13th page. 


Theſe extremes of price in ſuch ſhort periods, vi. 
in ſix years, from 41. 58. to 11. 6s. and from 11. 6s. 
to 31. 14s. in eight years, alſo ſhew, in my mind, 
beyond all contradiction, the unbappineſs it is to a 
nation, not to have ſome regular, or at leaſt an extenſive. 
market for her corn; and I beg the reader may carry 


this 
6 I. | 
1047 — I 8 | 1 
1648 — : - 2 1648 Charles Iſt. Beheaded. 
1649 — 4 o © 
1650 — 3 16 8 
1661 — 3 13 4 : 
1668 — 2 g 4 — Plague in England. 
1666 — 1 16 o Fire of London, 


And notwithſtanding theſe two melancholy events, added to 


the idleneſs and diſſipation which example invited in Charles the 
IId's time, yet I find from 1662 excluſive, for eleven years fol- 
lowing the average price to have been only 2l. 3s. 14d. per 
quarter. A period, after the commencement of the duty, as the 
table exhibits, and when agriculture became depreſſed in France, 
to give way for manufaCtures and conqueſt, which appears to have 
been the darling objects of Lewis the XIVth, otherwiſe, the 


aA 


2 plague, the fire of London, and luxury of that period, could not 


ve afforded corn at an average for eleven years at 438. a quar- 


23 ter.— Thus, things conſpired: to reduce the price, even in the 


midſt of national misfortunes. 
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this upon his mind, as I ſhall have occaſion to take 


notice of it hereafter, when I come to touch upon 
the unhappy ſtate of tillage in this kingdom. 


This meaſure of the Britiſh parliament, having 
had ſuch happy effects in reducing the price to a rea- 
ſonable average, and manifeitly incregſing the quantity 
of Britiſh corn, clear! demo: ftratea, that if agricul- 


ture was encouraged, the En u farmers would be 


able to export large quantities of corn to other na- 
tions, and thereby, bring great wealth into the 
kingdom. Oo | 


And it now became the more neceſſary to ſtrike 
out ſome method which could contribute to ſuch a 


deſirable object, otherwiſe, cultivation could extend 


no farther, than to produce a certain quantity, for 
the internal conſumption of the kingdom ; in doing 
which, the Britiſh farmers would become competitors 
amongſt themſelves, the weakeſt muſt give way, and 


tillage muſt again diminiſh, if the price was ſuffered 


to ſink too low; the repreſentatives of the people ſee- 
ing moſt clearly, that it was not an extravagant price 
which gave lively motion to the plough, but a quick, 
and ready demand ; and therefore, in the year 1688, 
they formed the annexed law, * to encourage the ex- 
portation of corn, with a liberality of ſpirit, and a 
clearneſs of judgment, which, in my mind, marks 
that as tlie period of w!/dom and patriotiſm. 1 


I am induced to inſert the Britiſh law upon this, ſubject, 
becauſe it is clear; and becauſe the wiſdom of. it is ſtriking, 
from the number of objects it contributes to the aid of, and be- 


cauſe I ſuppoſe few is Ireland have it, 


A. D. 1688. Anno primo Gulielmi & Maria. 


Foraſmuch as it hath been found by experience, that the ex- 
portation of corn and prain into foreign parts, when the price 
thereof is at a low rate in this kingdoin, hath bren a great ad- 
vantage, not only to the owners of land, but to the trade of this 


kingdom in general. | 


0 5 
1 


F 


” | | 
n This meaſure has now ſubſiſted 83 years.—At 
this day, and for ſome time paſt, à few writers have 
ſtepped forth, and arraigned the meaſure, in a man- 
> | | ner, 
Be it therefore enacted by the king's and queen's moſt excellent 
4 majcſties, and by and with the advice and conſent of the lords 
ſpiritual and temporal, and of the commons, now aſſembled in 
E parliament, and by the authority of the ſame, — That when malt 
. or berley, Wincheſter mea'ure, is, or ſhall be at 24 8. per quarter 
e or under, rye at 32 8s per quarter or under, and wheat at 48 8. or 
under, in any port or ports of this kingdom, or dominion of 
Wales, very merchant or other perſon, who ſhall put on ſhip- 
board, in Engiih ſhipping, the maſter and two thirds of his mariners 
e at leuſt being their majeſties ſubjects, any ſorts of the corn afore- 
4 ſaid, /rom any ſuch ports, where the rates ſhall not then be higher than 
J as for i id, with intent to export the ſaid corn to parts beyond 
| the ſeas Every ſuch merchant or other perſon ſhall bring a certi- 
TL ficate in writing, under his or their hands, containing the quantity 
g and quality of corn ſo ſhipped, to the farmers, commiſſioners, col- 
2 lectors, or other perſons appointed, or to be appointed for the 
d time being. to collect the duties and rates ariſing by cuſtoms 
within any ſuch port, and upon pioof made of any ſuch certifi - 
d cate by one or more credible perſon or perſons upon their oaths, 
* which oaths the ſaid commiſſioners or other perſons are hereby 
'E authorized and required to adminilter, and upon bond given by 
I every ſuch merchant, or other perſon, in the ſum of 2001. at the 
. leaſt for every 100 tors of corn ſo ſhipped, and fo proportionably, 
» Ml that the ſaid corn (danger of the ſeas excepted) ſhall] be exported 
—— into parts beyond the ſeas, and not be again landed in the king- 
a dom of England, dominion of Wales, the iſlands of Guernſy, 
8 x Jerſey, or town of Berwick upon Tweed. — Every ſuch mer- 
3 Chant ſo ſhipping off any of the aforeſaid corn, and giving cer- 
. XX tificate and bond as aforeſaid, ſhall have and receive from ſuch 
iS XZ farmers, commiſſioners, collectors, or other perſons, in any port 
reſpectively, where the ſame corn ſhall be fo ſhipped, for every 
A, XX quaiter of barley or malt, ground or unground, 25s. 6d. for every 
g. # quarter of rye, ground or unground, 3 8. 6d. for every quarter 
e- of wheat, ground or unground, 5 s. Which ſum or ſums, eve- 
X Ty ſuch commiſſioner, tarmer or other perſon, are hereby au- 
XZ thorized and required, upon demand by ſuch exporter, to make 
3 preſent payment of accordingly, without taking or requiring any 
x. = thing for cuſtom, or any fee or reward for corn ſa laden to be export- . 
ce 4, or for fo much grain as ſhall be exported in any ſhip wherein 
4 any other goods ſball be ſhipped.—Any law, ſtatute, or uſage in 
bis | 3 B | any 


ingly. 


BY: i 


ner, by which I conceive, they have not thoroughly 


confidered the ſubject; and as their ſheet-anchor, 
urge, © that England feeds foreigners cheaper than 
her own people, to run away with her trade.” 


any wiſe to the contrary notwithſtanding. And upon certificate 
returned under the common ſeal of the chief magiſtrate in any 
place or places beyond the ſeas, or under the hands and ſeals of 
two known Engliſh merchants upon the place, that ſuch corn 
was there landed, or upon proof by credible perſons, was taken by 
enemies, or periſhed in the ſeas, the examination and proof 
thereof being left to the judgment of ſuch commiſſioners, far- 
mers, collectors or other pericns, which proof being made, or 
certificate delivered, to ſuch perſon or perſons reſpectively, as 
took bond, as aforeſaid, the (id bond ſhall be delivered up to 
ſuch exporter or his order, to be cancelled, without any fee for 
the ſame, and the monies by any ſuch commiſſioners, farmers, 
collectors, or other perſon ſo paid, in obedience to this act, ſhall 
be accepted of in his or their accounts, as ſo much paid to their 
majeſties, and he and they ſhall be diſcharged therefore accord- 


A. D. 1729. Anno ſecundo Georgii 2d. Regis. Ch, 18. 
And for the better aſcertaining the quantity of corn or grain 


to be * for exportation, which by an act paſſed in the firſt 


year of William and Mary, entitled an act for encouraging the 
exportation of corn, is no otherwiſe aſcertained, than by the 
certificate of the exporter atteſted upon oath, be it enacted, that 
the proper officers of the cuſtoms ſhall be impowered to admea- 
ſure all corn and grain ; whereon there is an allowance, payable 
for the exportation thereof; and for greater expedition therein, 
iuch admeaiurement fhall and may be by a tub or meaſure con- 
taining four wincheſter buſhels, and if ſuch corn or grain intend- 


ed to be exported, ſhall be brought to be ſhipped off in ſacks, 


that then and in ſuch caſe the ſaid officers are hereby empowered 
and required to make choice of two of thoſe ſacks, out of any 
number not exceeding 20, and ſo in proportion for any greater 
quantity, before the ſame ſhall be ſhipped for exportation; and 
thereby compute the quantity of corn fo intended to be ſhipped 


tor exportation, and according to ſuch computation, the allow- 


atice or bounty money ſhall be paid to the exporter for the whole 


quantity proportionably, upon his producing a certificate from 


* 


the proper officer or officers of the cuſtoms, atteſting the quanti- 
ty and quality of the corn or grain ſo ſhipped for exportation. 

And it is hereby further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, 
Mo that 


| Theſe 


mate tad 
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Theſe arguments enflame the vulgar, and ſtrike 
the imagination of Gentlemen who have not taken 
the trouble to examine the facts, which the ſubject 
moſt fortunately affords, in ſupport of his, the hap- 
pieſt meaſure that England ever adopted, to improve 
her COMMERCE, POPULATION, HUSBANDRY, Ma- 
NUFACTUREsS and WEALTH : A few of theſe facts 1 
ſhall lay before the reader. 


EicuTY THREE YEARS experience, it might 
be imagined, would be a ſufficient leflon to inva- 


lidate all that has been, or can be urged againſt 


the meaſure.—--We have ſeen by the very pre- 


amble of the Britiſh act, that it was framed from the 


wiſeft reaſons : viz. It hath been found by Ex- 


** perience, 


that the like powers, certificates and regulations, and other mat- 
ters and things above mentioned, ſhall. be extended to the aſcer- 
taining the prices and quantity of bere alias big, oatmeal and 


malt made of wheat, or wheat malt, intended for exportation— 


provided neverthele's, that nothing in this a& ſhall extend to 
alter the preſent practice, with reipeR to the manner of ſhipping 
corn from the port of London, but that the ſame may be mea- 
ſured by ſeren meters appointed for that purpoſe, by whoſe cer - 
tificate the ſearchers, or other proper officers of his majefties cuſ- 
toms, are hereby empowered and required to certify the quantity 
of corn ſhipped for exportation, on a certificate of ſuch meters, 
as hach been conſtantly practiced, any thing herein contained to 
the contrary notwithſtanding. | a 

Previous to this laſt clauſe, it is“ enacted that the magiſtrates 
in each county ſhall at their Michaelmas ſeſſions, iertle the com- 
mon market prices of middling Britiſb corn and grain of the reſpec- 
tive forts in the ſaid acts mentioned.“ | 

«« And the officers of the cuſtoms, and all other perſons con- 


_ cerned, are to govern themſelves according to the prices oi corn 


or grain contained in the certificates of ſuch magiſtrates, 

5th George 2d Ch. 12. The ſame regulation is purſued, 
with this addition in the 2d ſect.— That the prices jo aſcer- 
« tained, ſhall be hung up in ſome publick place in the cuſtom- 
© houſe belonging to every ſuch port or haven, 16 be reſorted to by 
all perſons for their information.” | 
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© perience, that the exportation of Corn, “ when the 
price is low, hath been a great advantage, not 

* only to the Owners of Land, but to the Trade of 
* this Kingdom in general.“ That experience taught 
them the wiſdom of giving ſo large a bounty, and of 
limiting the price ſo high as 48s. in order to in- 
creaſe the demand, and thereby invigorate their huſ- 
bandry, lower the price, by increaſing the quantity, 
and enrich the nation : theſe conſequences are to be 
proved I think, beyond all poſſibility of contradicti- 
on, | 


* The following table, ſhewing the mean price of 
** wheat at //ind/or market at ſeveral periods, for 
** 169 years” & exhibits the variation in price before 
and fince the bounty. . 

* This proves, that the duty laid upon the importation of 


foreign corn, for the ſpace of 25 years preceeding this act, had 
enabled the Engliſh to export corn, and that they fel? the advan- 


tage of it, as the preamble expreſſes. 


+ From theſe words, it is plain that they conſidered 48s. 4 


quarter low, and indeed they had much reaſon, when we con- 


ſider the enormous prices already ſtated, as in pages 14 and 15. 


$ Farmers Letters. 
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lt is further obſervable,” by looking at the ta- 
ble © that for the firſt 69 years, the price of wheat 
* was continually riſing” even ſo. much, as to ex- 
ceed the firſt 19 years 13s. 24d. a quarter, upon 
the average, for the 25 years from 1638 to 1662, 
which were the laſt 25 years before the duty on foreign 
corn mot place. . | 


I have already ſhewn, that the 25 years preceding 
the bounty, were ſo materially affected by the duty, 
as to have reduced the price 108. 45d. a quarter as 
appcars in this, and the former table. — That the 
average price ſhould riſe from that time for 25 years 
after the bounty commenced is not to be wondered 
at; the wonder would have been, had it fallen in ſo 
ſhort a period, whilſt we keep in fight how high the 
limitation upon the exportation was ſtated (48s) and 
that the cultivation of the kingdom was but in an in- 
difterent ſtate.—Ard indeed the average price which 
appears in the table for that 25 years being ſo high as 
48 8. 55d. ſhews moſt clearly, that but little corn 
was exported for that time, becauſe it exceeds the 
limitation, and therefore could not be exported fo as 
to claim the bounty, except in particular years dur- 
ing that period. | | 


But now the Britiſh farmer became unſhackled, 
foreign corn could not come in upon him, and hrs 
con was entitled to a bounry upon exportation, at 
a liberal price; thus circumſtanced, he approached 
the field with joy, cultivation flouriſhed, altogether 
combining to bring about a great and permanent 
change in the affairs of England. —Let the reader 
with admiration look at the table, let him look with - 
gladneſs, and ſee how prodigiouſly the price ſunk! 
From 21. Bs. 34 d. to 2 l. os. 75d. and for the laſt 
25 years average to1l. 18 8. 24.—Let him com- 

pare 


an 2 / 


pare this change, with the preceeding periods before 
the bounty, let him compare before the duty ! 


What is it we are to expect will convince man- 
kind of the utility of this meaſure, if ſuch facts as 
theſe have no influence upon them. Only look at 
the average from 1638 to 1662, the laſt 25 years 
before the duty, and for the laſt 25 years ſince the 
bounty; and we find the price reduced 178. 54 d. 
per quarter !—Afrer this, will it not be with aſtoniſh- 
ment that we hear any man reproach this wiſe law ? 
But further, let any one calculate the difference this 
change has made in the price of bread to the people 
of England, for the 25 years, from 1738 to 1762, 
when compared with the price of corn juſt 109 
years before; i. e. for the ſame time, 25 years, from 
1628 to 1662; and he will find it amount to 
126, 283,355 l. 17s. 24 d.“ Reader! is it not with 
aſtoniſhment that you ſee this? Let any gcaſuiſt 
againſt this meaſure, lop off fram this calculation, 

until he is tired, and then there will be enough left 
to ſtrike him dumb. Since it is manifeſt, that by 
feeding foreigners, the farmers of England have been 
enabled to feed the whole body of the people above 
an HuN DRED MILLI ONS cheaper in 25 years, than 
they were fed before, even upon the price of corn, 
independent of the difference to the nation, be- 


In this calculation, T eſtimate the people of England at only 
eight millions, during the period for which this calculation is 
made, though I have ſtrong reaſon to believe them ten millions. 
And in the calculation, I ſuppoſe each perſon, one with another, 
to conſume one pound of cern a day, u hich TI believe will not be 
thought too ſmall an allowance, when it ſhall be conſidered that 
J make no charge for the conſumption of wheat in making 
farch, and in diſtillation; the latter of which was very conſi- 
derable during that period; 1. e. from 1738 to 1762. The 
buſhel I have valued at 63 pounds, and the quarter at eight 
buſhels, at the ditference in price upon the average for that 25 

Years, as appears in the table, to be 17 8. 54d. per quarter. 
Ween 
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4 1 
tween uſing Foreign corn, and that of her own 
growth; fuch an eſtimate would immenſely ſwell 


the account. The calculation J have made, is framed 


upon the faireſt principle, viz. that all the people of 
England eat bread—I hope the mother country will 
admit our poor to do the fame, by indulging us with 
the ſame means of obtaining it. 


The regiſters of the corn exported, were laid 
before the Britiſh parliament in 1965, but went no 
farther back than 1697. I ſhall ſtate the totals. 


From 
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amounts to 833, 394 l. 17 s. 8 d. per annum. 


has employed, the addition it has made to population. 


1 


The average per annum, for the 68 years, amounts 
to 557,318 l. 18. 104 d. This is ſurely a great ac- 
quiſition to a nation, when we conſider, that it is 
obtained without any external expence: But it is 
worthy of ſerious obſervation, the progreſſive increaſe 
of the trade, from the firſt nine years, ſo that the 
average of the laſt 19 years, excluſive of freight, 


Over and above this clear gain, of near forty 
millions ſterling to the kingdom of England, let any 
man paint to himſelf, the many millions 1t has ſaved 
in the immediate price of bread, to the people of 
England, the cultivation it has produced, the hands it 


and the millions it has ſaved to the nation, in op- 
ping the importation of corn, &c. I have not a doubt 
but altogether, it has made a difference in the af- 
fairs of that kingdom, fince its original commence- 


ment, of at leaſt 500 millions ſterling. —The preſent 


undertaking does not admit of ſuch an attempt, 
otherwiſe I ſhould be invited to aim at a calculation 
of this kind. 


If 
— 141. ©. 0. . Leads. . 
1647 113 38 1739 118 6 
1648 4 5 o 174% 2 o 8 
„ £00. 1741 8 
1660 3 16 8 2 0 
1651 3 1% -x 1743 14 10 


Let any man carry upon his mind the hard froſt above men- 
tioned, and then compare theſe two periods. I could ſtate 
ſeveral ſimilar ones —But this may ſuffice to ſhew, how power- 
fully the meaſure before us operated upon the huſbandry of 
England. —Upon ſuch an event, as almoſt the whole wheat crop 
of Europe being deſtroyed, might we not expect wheat as high 
as in 1648 ?—3ut till to ſtrike the reader with admiration, only 
look at the table, where we ſee, notwithſtanding this event, 
that England exported, in that period of twenty years, to the 
value of above ten millions ſterling !. a | 
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| If this be the method to feed foreigners cheaper 
than Britiſh ſubjects, I can only wiſh, as an Engliſh- 
man, that they may purſue the meaſure. But as a 
farther confirmation of the great utility of this 
law, I ſhall trouble the reader with another little 
table. | 


In the year 1750, the exportation of corn ran 
- higher than ever known before, and yet the price to 
'Z the conſumers in England was ſo low as 1 l. 12s. 6d. 
the quarter, as will appear by the following table. 


y 3 Amount of Price of Wheat 
= * Bounty. per Quarter. 
= 1746 —— ,, — £7 18 
4 1948 — 202,637 — 1 
1 1749 — 228,566 — 1 16 — 
Y 1750 — 325,405 — + 
; 

3 


Here we ſee the price falls, in proportion as the 
exportation increaſes. —If we look at the total amount 
of the bounty for 1750, recollecting that 5s: a 
quarter is the bounty, will it not be aſtoniſhing to 
= ſee it amount to 1,201,020 quarters, and the mean 
price of wheat only 1 l. 12 8. 6d. a quarter ?—lf the 
farmers of England could not have ſold this corn, 
what muſt have been the conſequence ?—Clearly, 
that the price would have been much lower, and 
little or none would have been ſown. —Famine would 
XZ have been the conſequence in a few years, or the 
ports all opened for the importation of foreign corn.— 
This is the true picture of /reland. 
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* Farmer's Letters to the people of Englard. —Theſe are 
the letters of the ingenious Mr. Young, which I recommend 
to the peruſal of every gentleman who 1s inclined to make him- 
felf maſter of the ſubject before us. 

Thoſe 


1 


Thoſe who urge, that England feeds foreigners 


cheaper than her own people, appear to me to take 


but a ſlight view of the queſtion.—In a ſubje& of 
this kind, and indeed in — all national ones re- 
lating to commerce, the nation exporting a commo- 
+ gtty, and the nation receiving it, ſhould be looked 
upon as 2 individual merchants. 


This diſtinction being retained upon the mind of 
the reader, it is ſurely clear, that ſince England 
granted (to her own ſubjects) the bounty upon the 
exportation of corn, ſhe has for 75 years fed her 


manufacturers, and the reſt of her people, with | 


corn of her own growth, and that conſiderably cheaper 
(even in the price paid by the conſumers) than ſhe 
did for 94 years before. * And although one ſon of 
Britania pays a nominal price for bread-corn to an- 
other, yet the nation feels no expence from that; and 


therefore, it may be truly ſaid, ſhe has fed them 


with bread for nothing; whereas, had ſhe continued 
to import corn, her expence would have been ſuch, 
as to have ſunk her into that languor and poverty 
which this kingdom feels, from that dreadful ne- 
ceſſity of importing bread- corn, to the deſtruction 
of our tillage, and miſery of the lower order of our 
people. — I ſhall elucidate the preceding idea, by 
ſtating two ſmall accounts, as for two merchants; 

and thoſe merchants ſhall be England and France. 


n manufactures a piece of cloth J. s. d. 
from her own materials, coſt — O 0 0 
Whilſt manufacturing, the people con- 
ſume, ſuppoſe one quarter of corn, of 
her own growth, coſt —_ 0 


— L——2— — 


| 5 0 
See the Table, p. 14, and the calculation, p. 23. 
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England ſells this piece of cloth to a fo- 
reign nation for — — 10 0 09 


Will any man a deny the purchaſe money being a 2 
clear gain to England? 


France manufactures a piece of the like 

cloth, in every reſpect as good, from 

her own materials, coſt — 0 0-2 
Whilſt manufacturing, the people con- 

ſume the ſame quantity of corn as the 

Engliſh manufacturers, which corn has 

been furniſhed by England, and coſt *2 2 0 


| * bp,” 
France ſells the piece of cloth to another . 

nation for — — Io ©. © 
Deduct for the firſt coſt— — 2 2 0 
| Profit on the French account — 7 18 

England fold her piece of cloth, which 
coſt her nothing, for — — 10 0 
France, by ſale of her piece of cloth, 
gained in profit — . 7-18 0 
Superior profit to * — 2 1 0 


To this difference, upon the object of commerce, 


between theſe two contending merchants, clearly 
might be added, the price of the corn fold, to feed 


the French manufacturer 


* I mention 21 2 8. becenm it has been the average price 


for 75 years lince the bounty. See the —_ P. 21. 


But 


n 8 
EL — * 
- 
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- But now let us turn the tables, and look how 
the account ſtood with England, before this pow- 
erful meaſure took place.—And I will not take the 
higheſt price, but the average of the five years 
ſtated in the note, p. 15; 1. e. from 1647 to 1651, 
both incluſive, when England imported immenſe 
quantities of corn, as I have already ſhewn. 3 l. 
175. 84 d. was the average of that five years. 


| | . 
England, at that period, manufactured 
a piece of cloth, from her own ma- 
terials, coſt _ _ 9 © © 
Whilſt manfacturing, the people con- 
ſumed a quarter of corn, which corn 
was purchaſed of France ſuppoſe, or 
any other nation, and clearly colt 3 17 8 


| 3 17 8 

England fold this piece of cloth to 
another nation for — — 10 0 
Deduct for the firſt coſt 3 17 83 


Profit of Engliſh manufactures at that | 
period mm — _ . 6 2 32 


Now let us compare the two periods. 
England now ſells the piece of cloth for 


cleer — — 100 0 


In the former period ſhe made a profit 
of only — _ 2 38 


Profit on manufactures ſuperior now, 
over the former period, by — 317 . 8 


Carried over — 3 17 $4 


j FS Io 


* 


E ] 


| | I. s. d. 

3 185 Brought over — 3 17 8 
To ſhew the clear difference, we muſt 
add the preſent gain to the former 


loſs, viz. — — 10 0 o 
To this we muſt alſo add the ſale of corn | 
at this time — — _ 2 2 © 
| | 15 19 82 
Now I ſhall deduct out of the profits of 
the preſent period, the profit of the 
former period Oo ND... .. 6: 3 


9 


* 


Preſent period ſuperior to the former by 9 17 61 


—— 


Thus we ſee the wonderful change, which the 
bounty upon the exportation of corn has wrought 
upon the manufactures of England. * And, upon 
this examination of the queſtion, is it not clear, that 
the nation ſupplying another with bread, will ever 
have an immenſe advantage ?—And that the aſſertion, 
that“ England ſupplies ee cheaper than her 
« own people,” is founded upon falſe imagina- 


tions? 


The people of every nation muſt eat; and if you 
will not ſupply them for their money, they will ſup- 
ply themſelves from their own land, or from ſome 
other wiſer nation. Hence I conclude this aſſertion, 
as to Great-Britain ſupp!ying foreigners with bread, 
to run away with her trade, to be the flimſy ſenti- 


* The candid reader will not imagine that I offer theſe little 
accounts as being exact, with reſpe& to the conſumption of corn, 
to the given value of any manufaQture.—In theſe kind of en- 
quiries, the writer muſt be indulged with a latitude to illuſtrate 
his ſubject, as poets are, to gratity their ingenuity, and embelliſh 
their tancy, | | 


ment 


E 


ment of idle manufacturers, who do not ſee beyond 
the diameter of their looms, and who, I ſuppoſe, are 
totally incapable of diſtinguiſhing any difference to 
the nation, whether they ſell their fabricks to a Turk 
or an Engliſhman. 


From what has been offered in this ſhort inveſti- 
gation of the ſubject before us, I hope the following 
concluſions are natural and undeniable. | 


I. That, from the wiſdom of the Engliſh law, 
to encourage the exportation of corn, the zmportation 
of that neceſſary commodity, from having been im- 
menſe, before the bounty, is now, in a manner, un- 
known in England, to the /aving many millions ſter- 


ling. | 


II. That this meaſure, has progreſſively, for 75 
years, ſince the bounty, reduced the price of corn to 
the conſumers, very conſiderably lower, than it was 
for 94: years before. 0 


III. That it has brought into the kingdom'of Eng- 
land, near 40 millions ſterling of foreign bullion , and 
at the ſame time, that it has added frength to the 
Britiſh navy, and honour to her arms in every part of 
the world; it has given an increaſing profit to her 
manufactures. | Te 


IV. And, that this very law, has been the whole 
foundation, of the preſent glory and perfection of the 
Britiſh huſbandry : That it has been the /ole cauſe 
THAT THE PLOUGH TRIUMPHS | 


From the few arguments which I have ventured 
to offer, in juſtification of the meaſure before us, and 
| the 


FF WW CTU wes 
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the concluſions drawn; I own, it is with the moſt 


anxious feelings that I with this country in poſſeſſion 
of a ſimilar law. 3s 


From reaſons of a political nature, ſhe is deprived 
of the general advantages of commerce. ut AG R1- 


CULTURE is the natural claim of every country, the 


birth-right of every people; and therefore, it is to be 
preſumed, that upon proper application, and candid 


_ repreſentations of the miſerable ſtate of that moſt uſe- 


ful art amongſt us, that the FaTHeR: of his people 
will indulge this kimgdom with his kind concurrence 
in an OPERATING bounty upon the exportation of 
corn; which, from our /ufficient population, im- 
menſe tracts of bog and mountain, and incapacity of 
our people, both in money and judgment, can never 
affect the Britiſh farmer: ſo little could we ever 
hope to do, in the fulleſt tide of expectation, that 
Ireland muſt ever move in the centre of an extenſive 


circle, whilſt the Britiſn farmer would be traverſing 


the outlines. 


And when it ſhall be conſidered, that it is the only 
means that can lead our people to bend their attention 
to huſbandry, in preference to unprofitable manu- 
factures; the only means that can increaſe population, 
and check the extravagant emigrations to America, 
and enable the kingdom to furniſh men to the Bri- 


_ tiſh army and navy; and when we add, that the 


happineſs, 1 may ſay, almoſt the exiftence of this peo- 
ple depends upon it, I cannot but believe the meaſure 
will meet with a kind reception in all its neceſſary 


paſlages. 


If we look at what has been already ſaid, reſpect- 
ing the ſtate of huſbandry in England, prior to the 


duty and bounty, and at the preſent condition of Ire- 
land, 


| 15 134 1 
land, we ſhall ſee an exact ſimilarity:— a ſtrong indi- 
cation, that a /ſamene/s of events muſt happen from 
| ſimilar cauſes. I ſhall attempt to illuſtrate this, by 
laying before the reader, the importation of corn for 
ſeven years, which happens to afford ſome ſtriking 
facts, demonſtrative of the m/ery of the kingdom, 
independent of the melancholy truth it exhibits, of 
the vaſt importation, in the groſs. | 


— — te 
Arr. n 


— - 4 —— 
SIE Ee I: 
9 2 * Fer 


IX 


. 


In this table, for the clearer information of the 
reader, I ſhall reduce the oat- meal and wheat- meal to 
quarters, as if they were in corn, and the flour to 
tons. 
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This table of the importation into Ireland, exhibits, 
upon the general view, a melancholy confirmation of 
the miſerable ſtate of our huſbandry ;—but, when 
we enter more minutely into the enquiry, we ſhall 
ſee it in a much ſtronger light. 


Let the reader caſt his eye upon the columns oats 

and oatmeal, the importation of which are but ſmall. 

hu is it ſmall ?—Becauſe more oats are grown 
in Ireland, than any other grain.—Every man whe 
knows any thing of practical huſbandry, knows, that 
where oats are the principal object of cultivation, that 
it not only indicates a nay, culture, but is a cer- 
tain teſt of „ in the people. 

Lad -at the 'colinitis Barley, wheat, * meal, 
and flour,” and we ſee how immenſely they riſe in im- 
Por tation. —This importation of bread and malting 
corn, may, perhaps, by fome, be attributed to our 
want of land * for the production of ſuch grain, and 
to our want of ſkill-+- in cultivation, becauſe both 
barley and wheat require a more ſpirited preparation 
of the land than oats. —But happily, the table before 
us proves the contrary in both caſes ; for, if the rea- 
der looks at the table of imparts, from 1765 to 1769, 
both incluſive, he will fee the importation progreſ- 
lively lefſening, and that prodigiouſly in the column 
barley and malt; in the column wheat, indeed, it is 
not ſo regular; but only obſerve, that the year 1769 


re 
2 2 = — * — * 
4 n — * — — > woe 
RN For bo * 8 * ” = — — ts a Poon.” — 2 * * 
— * 4 3: + 4 1 So * ace * «rw — 
N — - * * . 8 2 K oy 


NOR 
— 
— 


* N 
— — 


N 


* 1] do admit, that we have immenſe tracts of bog and moun- 
tain, which mightily reduces the computed land of the kingdom; 
but we have ſound land enough to produce more corn than we 
can conſume; and by a proper and judicious cultivation of it, 
might maintain and fatten mote ſheep and cattle than we do at 

re ent. 

+ That we want {kill is moft certain: but yet, we do produce 
both wheat and malting corn, though perhaps not half the quan- 
ity we might produce upon any given quantity of ground, were 
gut peep! e better infiructed, and iurniſhed with a market. 


* 
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is remarkably ſmall in every couirn.—Thus it is 
clear, that from Lady-day, 1768, to Lady-day, 1769, 
the farmers of Ireland ſupplied the kingdom with 
| bread and malting corn, ſave the trifle that was im- 
ported, to the value only, of about. 20,0001. ſter- 


ling. e 
This correſponds with the effect in England, be- 


fore the duty on imported corn, and the Bounty on ex- 
ported corn ®, and ſhews, beyond diſpute, that Ire- 
land became more and more capable of furniſhing 
her own people with bread and malting corn, during 
that five years; otherwiſe, foreign corn would have 
found 1ts way into her ports :—But why it did not, 
is from the plaineſt reaſon in the world the price 
was low; and it will ever be found an unalterable 
rule in every part of the world, that where corn is 
cheap, little will be imported; but in proportion as 
the price riſes, ſo will the importation increaſe This 
we have experienced in the two paſt years, as appears 
by the table, to the draining tuo ghirds of our circu- 
lating cafn; and thereby, moſt clearly accounting 
for the diſtreſſes we have heen under, the many 
bankruptcies amongſt us, the high exchange, and 
loſs of all internal credit and confidence among our- 
ſelves. —See the conſequence ! fee how the farmer is 
affected by theſe wants—And let the commercial 
world look with reverence and eſteem upon the 
ploughman ; and let them ſee how much he has 
them all in his power, how much they all depend 
upon him. | SDL | | 
In 1768 Þ bread and malting corn fell fo low, that 
the landholders moſt clearly ſaw they could not live, 
if they purſued the plough ; and as clearly ſhews the 


|  ® See page 15, — Where it appears, that in 1654, wheat was 
11 6s. the quarter, and then roſe again for eight years, till it 
came to 31. 14s. ' | 
I From Lady-day, 1768, to Lady-day, 15659. | 
| LI 1 | poverty 
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poverty of this country, for the farmers could not 
afford to keep their corn for a better day, and pur- 
ſue their cultivation; and therefore they ſtopped ſbort 
for want of a more er. demand, than our in- 
ternal confumption affords. Very little corn was 
imported, becauſe the price was low. Here we /ee, 
we feel the wiſdom of other nations; they left us to 
eat our bread of idleneſs, our bread of poverty; that 
was ſoon exhaufted, and then they poured in upon us 
the produce of their labour ; and with our very vitals, 
we were under the neceſſity to pay heir mduſtry, or 
ſtarve for want of food. For, from March, 1769, 
to March, 1771, we ſee the importation has been very 
high, and bread and malting corn extremely dear. 
This has ſet the plough to work again, and now 
wheat is too low for the farmer to live by its culti- 


vation. 


Thus we are gluzted at one time, and farved at 
another, becauſe we have no regular market for our 
corn; thus with our huſbandry, we are in the ſame 
ſituation, as with our inex portable manufactures; the 
farmer is in a ſtate of uncertainty, and therefore muſt 
ever be in difreſs and poverty. — Hence I think we 
may fairly deduce the following maxim, viz. 


That the internal conſumption of any commodity, 
can never give vigour to its production, in any 
country. | | | 


For we have ſeen moſt clearly, from the progreſs 
of England, in her cultivation, that it is not the ex- 
travagant price of grain that gives lively motion to 
the plough, but the regular and mcreaſing demand 
which the bounty on exportation has furmſhed. —Cut 
off that conſumption, and in half a century, her huſ- 
bandry will fall back into that original * 

„„ 8 
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of its produce, which ſhe experienced lefore the duey 
and bounty; ſo that the effect is ſimilar in both caſes. 


Let the Gentlemen of Ireland look at the table of 

our importation; let the Britiſh Miniſtry look at the 
immenſity of it for the two paſt years, and conſider 
whether this country can poſſibly ſtand ſuch periodi- 
cal and enormous drains, and at the ſame time con- 


tribute her ſhare, in ſupport of the dignity and inde- 


pendence of the Britiſh Empire. But give us a /ibe- 
ral bounty upon the exportation of corn, without 
embarraſſment by 70% narrow a limitation in point of 
price; and bold as the ſentiment may appear, in 20 
years, I ſhould fear no tax that Government would 
ever think of laying upon the people. The kingdom 
would ſoon carry a new face, the plough would move 
in every quarter, the people in joy would run to the 
field, and riches would every day flow upon us. 


I it ſhall be urged, that ſuch a vigorous cultiva- 
tion as J look at, would leſſen our ſtock of cattle, I 
have only room here to inſiſt on the contrary ; a ju- 
dicious and ſpirited cultivation would increaſe their 
number, The preſent idea is, that the land is te 
maintain the cattle; but I aſſert, and find from expe- 
rience, that the cattle ſhould maintain the land, and 
thereby produce the corn beſides, that being made in 
Its culture, ſubſervient to maintaining the ſtock. 


Local eacouragements, to ſupply certain markets 
with corn, can never be effectually advantageous to 
the kingdom; it furniſhes plenty to one part, and 
/larves another part. There have been, I am told, 
repeated inſtances of bread in leaves, being carried 
from Dublin to the Province of Connaught. ln my 
memory, oatmeal has been 28s. an hundred forty 
and fifty miles from the capital, when in that capital 
only 148 —- Why this partiality ? Why ſhouid one 

. part 
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part of the people be langviſhing in hunger, whilſt 
another are fed? I cannot trace the prudence or juſ- 
tice of ſuch meaſures.— Beſides, we ſeem to have loſt 
all fight of the nation in theſe purſuits No man will 
tell me that the nation gains any thing by forcing an 
internal market; it is only changing the caſh from 
the right hand to the left, ſince it makes no difference 
to the nation with whom the money is. But ſell 1000 
barrels of corn to a Frenchman or a Dutchman, and 
the price paid by either is a clear profit of ſo much 
to the kingdom; and that gain will circulate amongſt 
the people, to the aſſiſtance and encouragement of 
every purſuit. | | 


Is it not a reproach to this country, that we re- 
ceive great quantities of wheat and flour from Ame- 
rica? where the price of labour is fix times what we 
pay, with the additional burthen of freight for 2000 
miles :—Their land, indeed, is much cheaper than 
ours; but under a ſpirited cultivation, and — 
market, I ſhould diſregard rent; labour is the heavy 
weight; but under a languid cultivation, and un- 
certain market, rent d evours the farmer the true 
ſtate of the landholders in lrelanc. | 


— The only effectual means of obtaining a ready and 


certain market, clearly preſents itſelf in the experi- 
ence of England Open all our ports for the expor- 
tation of corn; give a liberal bounty to invite the mer- 
chant, and limit a liberal price to animate the farmer; 
and in ſeven years, every man in Ireland will eat 
bread, inſtead of living upon potatoes and falt. 


This limitation of price leads me to a very im- 
portant point in the preſent ſubject. When I look at 
the limitation of price, capable of receiving the bounty 
in England, I cannot but admire the wiſdom of the 
period 1688, For a Britiſh Parliament 83 years 
| 480, 


[+] 


azo, when money was infinitely more valuable than 
It is now, to allow the bounty upon wheat at 48s. a 
quarter, and other corn in proportion, ſtrikes me 
with admiration and pleaſure ; it is plain they ſaw 
the importance of agriculture, they had experienced 
the neglect of it. | 


From this, the Britiſh limitation, I ſhall endeavour 
to ſhew, at what our limitation ought to be ſtated. 
The exporting merchant at the port of London, ex- 
pects the buſhel of wheat which he purchaſes to 
weigh 63 pounds—Eight of theſe buſhels make the 
_ Engliſh quarter, conſequently the London quarter 
weighs only 36 ſtone : This is not eſtabliſhed by any 
law that I know of, but I believe is the cuſtom of the 
port. Now, by our law. we are obliged to give 40 
ſtone to the quarter: This makes a difference againſt 
the Jriſh farmer, of four ſtone in each quarter; and 
I ary informed, that the Engliſh quarter of barley 
weighs but 28 ſtone, whereas, by law, the Iriſh 
quarter muſt weigh 32 ſtone.—T ſhall not ſwell theſe 
papers, by entering into a particular enquiry as to 
this difference, except for the wheat; whatever our 
limitation of the quarter of that may be, ſhould we 
be ſo happy as to obtain this law, will determine all 
the ret, | . 


Five Britiſh ſhillings we ſee are given in bounty 
upon the exportation of 36 ſtone of wheat, and the 
limitation upon that 36 ſtone is 48s. Britiſn.—1 ſhall 
ſtate this for the Iriſh quarter. | 


36 ſtone 
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36 ſtone of Iriſh wheat exported, at 48s. 4 
limitation — do SS 6 
| '4 ſtone of Inſh wheat * 
Stones 40, or the) exported at the fame 
Iriſh quarter. limitation to make 
| up the Iriſh quarter o 4 gz 
By the difference in our currency. and the 
Britiſh, upon their limitation of 48s, 
upon 36 ſtone — — 4 6. 
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Thus we fee, that to place the limitation of the 

rice upon the exportation of Iriſh wheat, upon a par 
with the Engliſh, that our limitation ſhould extend 
to 21. 16s. 92d. our currency, and for our quarter. 


I ſhall now ſhew what ſhould be our Bounty, upon 
the ſame principles. | 


| | . 

36 ſtone of Iriſh wheat exported, and 
entitled toan equal bounty with Eng- 1, 
land — * 5 5 
4 ſtone of Iriſh wheat, to make up out ” 


quarter at the ſame proportionable 
bounty, amounts to about 8 


9 311 


Thus we ſee, that to bring a bounty upon the ex- 
portation of Iriſh corn upon a par with the exporta- 
tion of Engliſh corn, that our bounty ſhould be 5s. 
11d. currency, {or the Iriſh quarter of 40 ſtone. 


From theſe two tables of examination, I can diſ- 
cover not even any prudential reaſons, why the limi- 
tation for exporting Iriſh corn ſhould be leſs in pro- 
| | portion 


Co 
rtion than the Engliſh ; our quarter is clearly more, 
and rherefore the limitation ſhould be extended with 
as much reaſon, as if our quatter was double the Eng- 
ſn. Upon theſe principles, our limitation ſhould 
extend to 21. 128. 95d. and the difference of the mo- 


ney moſt clearly raiſes it to 21. 168. 91d. 


You have, Gentlemen, in your 10th reſo] ation, 
propoſed a much ſmaller limitation ; and I took the 
liberty to expreſs my wiſhes for its being higher when 
the ſubject was before you; in part, from the pre- 
ceding reaſons, and becauſe I do believe, ſhould the 
law take place, that our huſbandry will be very little 
mended by that limitation. —forty fone of wheat, for 


forty ſhillings, is not a living, but a farving price to 


the farmer. — When I ſay this, I mean the kingdom 
at large, which I am convinced does not produce two 


and a half of our quarters per acre, upon the general 
average; of which, I think I have as good a right to 


| forma tolerable judgment, as any man, becauſe I have 


opportunities of converſing, perhaps, with more ob- 


ſerving men in every province upon this ſubject, than 


many others in the kingdom: And upon the faireſt 


calculation, I find the farmers erpence in his preſent 


culture of wheat to be gl. 7s. per acre *, independent 
of harveſting, threſhing, and carry ing to market.— 


How then can it be imagined, that ſo 3. a limitation 


as 408. can operate ſo as to produce a general and 


ſpirited cultivation? - Let any gentleman conſider 


the laborious year of preparation for, and the tedious 
year of the growth of wheat; that two years rent 1s 
to be paid, and all the labour, before this forty ſtone 
can be obtained, and the many times it muſt paſs 
through the hand, before this poor 40s. can be re- 
ceived for that, which will give a dinner to 560 men! 


See my Experiments for the year 1755, page 55; and the 
reader will pleaſe to obferve, that | mean the plaatation acre. 


—I ſhall 
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[ 44 ] 
I] ſhall admit, that this limitation may have effects 
in particular places, where land happens to be kind 


and prolific ; but the kingdom at large I fear, will 
{ſcarcely feel the effect. | 


Although I think I have clearly ſhewn, that to 
bring our limitation upon a par with England, that it 
ſhould extend to 56 s. 95 d. yet I do not expect that; 
but ſurely 52 ſhillings ſeems to be reaſonable, and 
then leaves 4 5. 94 d. ſhort of the Engliſh farmer. 


Perhaps it may be objected, that fo high a limita- 
tion would lie heavy upon the treaſury ; but then, 
would not the nation thereby be enabled to ſupport 
the treaſury ? Should we not be doing it at the ex- 
pence of other nations, who ſhould purchaſe our corn, 
inſtead of ſupporting it as we now do, without this 
aſſiſtance; and as a tremendous miſchief, and eter- 
nal drain to the nation, importing immenſe quantities 
of corn, to the diſcouragement of huſbandry, deſtruc- 
tion of population, and poverty of the kingdom. 


But there is another way to leſſen the treaſury ex- 
pence : lower the bounty to four Britiſh ſhillings per 
quarter, and fix the limitation at 52s.— When the 
merchant can have ſuch a latitude for exporting, he 
will ſearch the world for a market, and the demand 
will become regular; that will invigorate cultivation, 
and the jandholders will be eager for the inſtruction 
which experience may offer to their imitation. 


For ſuch a meaſure, I would renounce every ma- 
nufacture in the kingdom, except the linen. — And 
ſhould then wiſh to ſee a compulſive law, that all the 
children in our charitable ſeminaries ſhould be ap- 
prenticed to farmers, inſtead of being made city ma- 
nuſacturers and footmen.— Thus England would be 
benefited, we ſhould ſoon become an happy people, 
agriculture 


. es FR. 


(a4 1 
agriculture would flourith, and pn would in- 
creaſe. | 


But keep the limitation low, and the farmer will 
remain in the ſame uncertainty, inundations of corn 
will pour in upon us, and in proportion to that, the 
price will riſe. But extend the limitation, and our 
firſt relief will be, the living upon bread made of Iriſh 
corn, and our ſecond, the importation of money, in- 
ſtead of corn.—Paradoxical as it may appear, yet 
there is nothing more certain, that in proportion as 
the limitation ſhall be enlarged; ſo will the price of 
Iriſh corn ſink.—If the reader doubts this, only let 


him turn to the table in page 27, where he ſees the 


price of corn in England progreſſively falling, in pro- 
portion as the exportation increaſed ; and' that in the 
year 1750, corn was only 328. 6d. although the ex- 
portation ran higher than ever known before, fo that 
the bounty money came to 3254051. ® for that year. 


Let gentlemen reflect a moment; let the higher 
powers reflect: in the year 1750, 328. 6d. a quarter 
in England was conſidered very low, and the im- 
menſe exportation gave it that value, or it muſt have 
been lower. — Now let any man calculate the Iriſh 
quarter at that proportion, lriſh currency, and he 


6: Ny this was ſo remarkable a year, I have pleaſure in havi ing | 
it in my power to lay the particulars before the curious reader. 
The Species ang Quantities of Corn exported from England 


in 1750. 
| | Quarters. Ruſhels. 
Wheat — m — — 9476 I 
Barley  — — 224500: -. 7 
Malt — m — — 330754 2 
Oatmeal E 2:59 28 @ AT 4 
Rye yo = 9 
Quarters. — e 1 Py 190 l 


Beans and Peaſe I have no account of, becauſe they receive 


will 


uo bounty, which onder at. 
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will find it amount to 11. 198 1d.—This ſurely proves 
40s. for our limitation to be too low. 


Theſe are ſtubborn facts, and I think, clearly 
ſhew, that our limitation ſhould be extended to 328. 
currency. Upon what foundation it can be imagined 
that the Iriſh farmer can cultivate wheat cheaper than 
the Engliſh, I cannot conceive—His culture is not / 
good, his land worſe, his manuring leſs, his produce 
vaſtly inferior, his experience far ſhorter, and above 
all, his purſe empty. I hope theſe conſiderations juſti- 
fy my urging an higher limitation in point of price. 


And might I riſk another opinion, it is, that! 
really think it would be for the intereſt of England to 
give us a limitation, even fo high as 3l. as 1 am in- 
clined to think, I could moſt clearly demonſtrate; 
but ſuch an undertaking is incompatihle with the 
preſent work, abſtracted from the danger of ſtart- 
ing new opinions, not concordant with the faſhi- 
on of the times; and therefore prudence obliges me 
to ſay no more upon that head, than that from ſuch a 
meaſure, I might cry out in the words of the Plalm- 
iſt.— The folds ſhall be full of ſheep : the val- 
leys alſo ſhall ſtand ſo thick with corn, that they 
* ſhall. laugh and ſingg. 1 


Some gentlemen have expreſſed a doubt, whether 
this meaſure can ever be uſeful to this kingdom, even 
though we were in full poſſeſſion of it, becauſe our 
corn is inferior to that of other nations. —I ſhall 
admit that in general it is ſo, but as we are obliged 
by law to fell our corn by werghr, that circumſtance” 
brings theproduce of flour pretty near upon an equali- 
iy, between excellent corn, and that of an inferior 
kind. And when the ſeaſon ſhall be againſt our har- 

| © yell 

See my experiments far 1165 page 44 and 15 Where [ 
ce mpare the quality of corn by every examination. | 

| | : $178 


Superiority upon the drilled, upon 4quel ground, by Grains 49 


SS 

veſt being ſaved dry, fo that the grain ſhall be damp, 
we muſt kiln dry our corn before it is ſhipped. Theſe 
are certainly diſadvantages to us ; and therefore, moſt 
clearly ſhew, that Iretand being let into a ſhare of 
this trade, can never be injurious to the expotation of 
England; and as clearly prove, that upon the trifling 
quantity we can ever hope to export, when compared 
with the immenſity England exports, our profit muſt 
be much leſs than that of the Engliſh farmer. 

FT did intend to have laid before the reader, the 
number of cultivated acres which it would have re- 


quired, to-produce the corn imported into this king- 


dom, during the two paſt years; but as that is more 
a matter of curioſity, than immediate uſe to the pre- 
ſent enquiry : and that I am afraid of ſwelling this 
paper to an «nreading ſize, I omit to exhibit that ad- 
ditional ſpectacle of our inattention, to the only ſource, 
which can afford happineſs and comfort, to this peo- 
ple; Agriculture. Some 
Size and weight of the grains under two methods of culture. 

One ounce ad verdupoize, from broad «caſt huſbandry Grains 731 
One ounce do. from drill hnſbandry - - Grains 683 


The ſame corn examined by weight and meaſure. 
| üb. oz. 


A Wincheſter buſhel of the drilled, weighed — — 65 6 


——Ditto from the broad-caſt weighed — — 63 4 


| Superiority of the diilled, upon equal meaſure —— K-02 


Here we lee, that as good coin has been raiſed in Ireland as 


the London exporter ex pects, and that in the common huſbandry, 


the ſame corn examined as to the produce of flour, from equal 
weights, 70 pounds of the drilled, and 70 pounds from the 


common huſbandry, were ground, and the produce of flour, 


both ſifted through the ſame ſieve, but trifling in favour of the 


drilled. 


This clearly demonſtrates, that a meaſure, containing 20 ſtone 
of good corn, would not contain the ſame weight of inferior 


corn; but at equal weights, will produce an equal quantity of 
flour, with one exception. —Mildewed wheat has but little 


Hour. 
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vours to ſerve the community at large. 


„ 


E 1 
Some people perhaps, meaſuring my feelings by 
their own, may imagine that I am warmed by the 
ſubject already ſpoken to, becauſe I am a farmer; 
and therefore, in their imaginations, :I may. be in- 
tereſted in this event.—I abhor ſuch illiberal ſenti- 
ments, as much as I ſhould diſregard any one who re- 
tains them.—At the ſame time, I glory in the de- 
claration, that I am intereſted; not from ſelfiſh mo- 
tives, becauſe in the little ſtream of my affairs, it 
makes no difference to me as an individual (for the 
ſhort time I have to live) whether corn is this or that 
price.—No! I am actuated by nobler principles the 
comfort and happineſs of a people, amongſt whom, 
although a ſtranger, T have the honour of many very 
reſpectable friends; and whoſe friendſhip I ſhall ever 
be ambitious to ſhew my ſenſe of, by honeſt endea- 


Under the honor of your requeſt, Gentlemen, theſe 


hints are thrown together; if they ſhall contribute any 


thing towards the completion of ſo great and defirea- 
ble a revolution in the affairs of Ireland ; I can only 
aflure you, that it will add to the happineſs I always 


feel in receiving your commands. 


I am conſcious, how feeble are my endeavours,” to 
contribute all I wiſh ro do, for the improvement of 
the kingdom; and therefore, I can only ſtrengthen 
them by offering up my prayers to heaven, for the 


ſucceſs of the meaſure now in contemplation. 


And beg to conclude with aſſuring you, from the 
ſincerity of my heart, that f 
282 am molt truly, 
your devoted, 


Leigh in Town, e and moſt obedient 
: „ K 5 en N 
© Now. vn humble Servant, 


Joux WVNN BAKER. 


